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Module Specification

Module Title: Professional Studies 1: Music, A & R & the Creative Industries

Module code: X_BUS4C004P NQF level: Level 4
Credit value: 20 credits Semester of study: | 1and 2
Module type: Compulsory Pre-requisites: None
Available to: BA (Hons) Music (Business)

Module overview

For the music business student to be successful s/he will need to appreciate many forms of music, and how such
forms of music are exploited by the music industry though professionals working in artistry & repertoire, project
management, talent spotting, development, Promotion and types of production. The module therefore gives the
students the opportunity to appreciate a variety of music in a range of contexts through both professional and public
consumption. It will address who discovers and controls music within the marketplace along with evaluating
concepts of subjectivity and objectivity in assessing artistic talent and approaches to the assessment of artistic talent
and how it may vary according to genre and territory.

Aims

Recognising that music business students need an understanding of musical genre and musical communities in order
to contextualise their business skills, this module is written especially for business students to develop insights into
musical appreciation. Knowledge gained will be essential for future assignments and projects that they undertake
throughout the programme of study.

The module aims to:
1. Address ongoing debates about the nature of music, commerciality and the relationship between them.
2. Examine musical genre/styles to develop insights into music appreciation, how different communities
consume music and how/why it was created.
3. Support the realisation of future projects.

Learning outcomes
On successful completion of this module, students will be able to:
1. Understand and appreciate a range of music genres/musical styles and evaluate how and why their success
relates to patterns of consumption.
2. Understand and clearly articulate the ways in which artists are discovered by the creative industries in
relation to the assessment of talent.
3. Understand a given artist’s artistic identity and that of the artist’s core audience.

Learning and teaching methods
Delivery will be through the lecture/seminar model.

Lectures are used for the effective delivery of key subject areas as outlined in the indicative content in order to
encourage discussion in follow-up seminars.

Seminars will be used to promote discussion in order to evaluate and critically appraise what has been covered in

the lectures. Seminars are essential for peer discussion so that students can synthesis information and consider how
such information can be used creatively for effective learning.
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Contact hours and directed study (over semesters 1 and 2)

Delivery type Student hours

Indicative hours for learning and teaching activities 30 hours

Indicative hours of directed study 170 hours

Total hours (100hrs per 10 credits) 200 hours

Opportunities for formative feedback
Students will receive formative assessment of their progress through the seminar series.

Assessment Method

Description of assessment Length/Duration Weighting Module LOs addressed
A&R Project Portfolio 3400 words 60% 1,2
Electronic Press Kit 2000 words 40% 2,3

Re-Assessment Method*

Description of assessment Length/Duration Weighting Module LOs addressed
A&R Project Portfolio 3400 words 60% 1,2
Electronic Press Kit 2000 words 40% 2,3

*Where practicable, assessments may be delivered through the conservatoire’s VLE or by video to ensure that overseas students
are not disadvantaged or incur unnecessary travel costs. Assessments delivered through the VLE will be timed and invigilated.

Module resource lists are available via Key Links
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