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In order for the programme team to assess your suitability for the programme, we require a 
video recording of each of your audition pieces. Applicants auditioning via video are required 
to prepare the same portfolio as applicants auditioning in person.   
 
YOUR PORTFOLIO SHOULD CONSIST OF: 
 
An Introduction: 
 
As well as viewing your work, we want to know something about the person behind the 
performance. So, please film a direct address to the camera introducing yourself.  
 
Please begin the video as follows: My name is [NAME] and I am applying for the Musical 
Theatre programme. 
 
This video introduction should be no longer than three minutes and should provide an 
overview of the following: 
 
• Who you are.  
• What previous training have you had?  
• Why do you wish to pursue a career in Musical Theatre?  
• Why do you want to study at Leeds College of Music?  
• What are your career aims: Where do you see yourself 5 years after graduating? 10 

years?  
• You should try to be realistic with regard to your skill set and casting. This is your chance 

to demonstrate your knowledge of the industry. 
 

Monologues: 

You should prepare one monologue that is no longer than two minutes in length. 
 
Please begin each video by introducing the piece: This is a piece from [PLAY TITLE by 
PLAYWRIGHT] and I’ll be reading the role of [CHARACTER]. 
 
Singing: 
 
Please record two contrasting songs, at least one of which should be from a musical. These 
should ideally be performed with piano accompaniment however a backing track is also 
acceptable. 
Please see the advice below regarding how to choose a song.  
 
Please begin the video by introducing the song: This is a song by [COMPOSER] OR This is a song 
from [PRODUCTION/SOURCE].  
 
Dance: 
 
Please record a short dance routine (60 - 90 seconds) in a style of your choice (Musical Theatre, 
Technical Jazz, Lyrical, Commercial, Contemporary) within which you should try and 
demonstrate musicality, style, rhythm kicks and leaps. Please place emphasis on the 
performance of your routine. We would like to see you ‘act’ through the dance. 
 



 

FOLLOW UP: 
 
Once we have reviewed your video portfolio you will receive notification of the outcome of 
your application.  In some circumstances, we may arrange a short interview with you (via 
phone or Skype) before making a decision.  
 
ADVICE FOR APPLICANTS: 
 
Your videos are a virtual representation of the live audition experience, so set up should reflect 
this as much as possible.  
 

• Select songs which best show YOUR voice. Your songs should contrast in either 
tempo (ballad, patter song, upbeat etc) vocal style (legit, contemporary, pop etc) or 
both.  
 

• Try to avoid “character” songs or songs from overdone or popular musicals. 
 

• Your monologue should be performed in your own accent, regardless of setting. 
Again, we want to hear your voice. Ideally, you should have read the play your 
monologue is from.  
 

• We welcome applicants with all levels of dance training. For your video, please dress 
appropriately in dance/sports attire which allows us to make an assessment on your 
body’s movement and potential for training. 

 
Video Files  
 
Each piece should be filmed as a separate file and should be saved with your name and the 
name of the item e.g. JOHN SMITH - MONOLOGUE 1.  
 
Videos can be any mainstream format such as .mov or .mp4 but remember we need both 
the audio and video. 

 
Submitting your materials: 
 
Instructions on how to send us your files will be included in the email you receive inviting 
you to submit them. You will also receive a separate email with a link to your own Drop-Box 
submission page; files are uploaded via this link.  
 
The process is very straightforward but should you experience any issues with files or 
uploading your submission please contact: HEadmissions@lcm.ac.uk who will be able to 
assist you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:HEadmissions@lcm.ac.uk


 

FAQs 
 
How do I choose a monologue?  
 
When choosing audition material, it is fundamental that you like the piece and enjoy 
performing it. So, take your time researching and choosing texts that excite you. Try and 
choose material that is easy for you to access, a role you can imagine yourself playing and a 
speech that demonstrates your skill.   
 
The best way to discover speeches is to see plays, live at your local theatre or via a digital 
platform like NT Live or Digital Theatre. Reading plays is the next best option and is valuable 
research for the aspiring actor. Even if a play doesn’t have a speech for you, you may find a 
writer you love and can seek out other plays by them. Speaking to performers, drama school 
graduates, teachers and youth theatre professionals in person or online is also a great way to 
get advice and ideas.  
 
Can I cut a longer speech?  
 
Yes, it is expected that you would cut a longer speech to fit within the two-minute time frame. 
It is often simplest to make a cut to the beginning or the end of a speech. Any other edit should 
be done with care and be sympathetic to the story being told. Try and retain the through line 
of story and avoid bolting together the ‘best bits’ if it is unlikely the character would evolve so 
quickly. 
 
Can I write my own piece?  
 
We are excited to discover the full extent of your creativity. If you have written something you 
think is excellent, you are welcome to prepare it and make an additional video. In any case, 
we would still require the preparation of two speeches from published texts.  
 
Should I do an accent?  
 
Unless an accent is excellent and so sounds native, or is essential to the speech, we would 
prefer work to be performed in your native accent. What we want to hear is your natural 
voice quality.  
 
Do I need to know the speech by heart?  
 
Yes. In order to communicate your story to your audience you need to be able to work script 
free. Everyone learns lines at different rates and in different ways, so ensure you give 
yourself enough time for this preparatory work. Learning your speech thought by thought 
and exploring ways of communicating it, can often be more effective than line by line 
repetition. Whatever approach you take, the ultimate aim is to be able to deliver your 
speeches with the same familiarity as your own phone number.  
 
Can the speech be from a monologue book?  
 
It can be. However, if you chose a speech from a monologue book be sure to read the whole 
play. This will enable you understand the character’s speech in the context of their whole 
journey.  


