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BA (Hons) Acting 

BA (Hons) Actor Musician 

 

The audition process is your opportunity to demonstrate your skills as a storyteller and 
experience life at LCoM first-hand. It is our opportunity to assess your skill and suitability 
for the programme and it is your opportunity to make your own assessment as to whether 
the programme is best suited to you.   

We know that auditions can often be daunting affairs. We also know how hard applicants 
work in preparation for those auditions. So, we work incredibly hard to ensure our auditions 
are accessible to all, that applicants feel supported in advance, valued while here and 
excited to return.  Our audition days are designed to reflect the quality of experience you 
can expect training at LCoM.  

We recognise that your time is precious and that multiple visits can be prohibitively 
expensive. So, at LCoM, we do not charge for auditions, we host full-day, single round 
auditions on site.  A refund of audition travel costs may also be available for applicants from 
low income households. You can find out more about refunding audition travel on our 
website.   

Each audition day is a full, fun and intensive day of master-classes, group and solo 
performance opportunities. Each designed to encourage you to do your best work. 
 

Morning Session Includes:  

• Welcome from Programme Leader  
 

• Workshops with Industry Professionals  
 

Afternoon Session Includes: 

• Venue Tours 
 

• 1-1 Auditions & Interviews 
 

Current students will be available throughout the day to answer any questions about 
student life at LCoM. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

What to prepare:  

 

BA (Hons) Acting 

• Two contrasting speeches from play texts (maximum 2 minutes per speech). 

• An unaccompanied song (optional - maximum 2 minutes). 
 

BA (Hons) Actor Musician 

• Two contrasting speeches from play texts (maximum 2 minutes per speech). 
 

• A musical piece to perform on your primary instrument (maximum 3 minutes).  
 

• A song, either unaccompanied or self-accompanied (maximum 2 minutes). 
 

What to bring: 

• Yourself, dressed in loose fitting, comfortable rehearsal clothes, ready to work. 
 

• Lots of energy and willingness to throw yourself into workshops.  
 

• Your instrument (Actor Musician) 
 

• A bottle for water; there are water fountains on site.   
 

• There are places to purchase food nearby but the day is full and intensive so you 
may prefer to bring food with you.  
 

• Lots of questions. This is your opportunity to find out everything you want to know 
about LCoM and discover what it would be like to train here for three years. Don’t 
be afraid to ask, there are no stupid questions. 
 

After your audition: 

• Following your audition, you will be notified of the outcome by letter and UCAS 
Track.  
 

• You will either be given an immediate offer of a place, a place on our reserve list 
while the audition processes continue, or a notification that you have been 
unsuccessful this time. 

 



 

 

 

FAQs General 

What do we mean by contrasting? 

In order to show your full range, we ask for two speeches that are different from one 
another. You can contrast style, language, character or tone. If you have experience of 
classical plays and verse speaking (Shakespearean, Elizabethan, Jacobean, Greek) this 
provides an immediate contrast with a modern play and so is ideal. However, there are 
other options, so choose what makes you comfortable and best demonstrates what you 
can do.  

Can I cut a longer speech?  

Yes, it is expected that you would cut a longer speech to fit within the two-minute time 
frame. It is often simplest to make a cut to the beginning or the end of a speech. Any other 
edit should be done with care and be sympathetic to the story being told. Try and retain the 
through line of story and avoid bolting together the ‘best bits’ if it is unlikely the character 
would evolve so quickly. 

Can I write my own piece?  

We are excited to discover the full extent of your creativity. If you have written something 
you think is excellent, you are welcome to prepare it and let us know on the day. We will 
endeavour to hear it if time permits. We will however, still require the preparation of two 
speeches from published texts.  

How do I choose a speech?  

When choosing audition material is it fundamental that you like the piece and enjoy 
performing it. So, take your time researching and choosing texts that excite you. Try and 
choose material that is easy for you to access, a role you can imagine yourself playing and a 
speech that demonstrates your skill.   

The best way to discover speeches is to see plays, live at your local theatre or via a digital 
platform like NT Live or Digital Theatre.  

Reading plays is the next best option and is great research for the aspiring actor. Even if a 
play doesn’t have a speech for you, you may find a writer you love and can seek out other 
plays by them.  

Speaking to performers, drama school graduates, teachers and youth theatre professionals 
in person or online is also a great way to get advice and ideas.  

Finally, there are books of speeches available to buy or borrow from the library but 
remember these are very popular and read the advice about performing speeches from 
monologue books below. 

  



 

 

Can the speech be from a monologue book?  

It can be. However, if you chose a speech from a monologue book be sure to read the whole 
play. This will enable you understand the character’s speech in the context of their whole 
journey.   

Should I do an accent?  

Unless an accent is excellent and so sounds native, or is essential to the speech, we would 
prefer work to be performed in your native accent. What we want to hear is your natural 
voice quality.  

Do I need to know the speech by heart?  

Yes. In order to communicate your story to your audience you need to be able to work 
script free. We understand that nerves do all sorts of things, so if on the day you forget a 
line or stumble that’s okay, just be ready to take a pause, go back and start from the 
previous thought.  

Everyone learns lines at different rates and in different ways, so ensure you give yourself 
enough time for this preparatory work. Learning your speech thought by thought, 
exploring ways of communicating it, can often be more effective than line by line 
repetition. Whatever approach you take, the ultimate aim is to be able to deliver your 
speeches with the same familiarity as your own phone number.  

Will I receive feedback?   

Peer to peer feedback happens as a natural part of workshops and master-classes on the 
day. Applicants are also able to discuss their suitability to each programme. However, due 
to the volume of applications individual feedback is not provided after the date of audition.  

It is useful to remember that performance is subjective. Different programmes have 
different criteria and often feedback from one source can undermine your confidence in 
auditioning for another so is not always helpful.  

What does the interview entail? 

The interview is a brief opportunity for the programme team to get to know the person 
behind the personal statement. It is a relaxed and informal discussion in which you will be 
asked questions about your interests, passions, experiences and you are given the 
opportunity to ask any questions you may have about the programme, team or life at 
LCoM. Try not to over think the interview or try to give the ‘right’ answer. The team 
genuinely just want to know who you are and why you think you would benefit from 
training at LCoM.  

Can I apply for both Acting and Actor Musician?  

Absolutely.  Apply for the Actor Musician programme and prepare for that audition, you will 
only need to attend one date. At your audition the panel will consider your suitability for 
both programmes and will be happy to discuss this with you.  

  



 

 

How does the reserve list work?  

A place on the reserve list is our way of saying you are ready for this programme and we 
would be thrilled to work with you. However, we have more excellent candidates than 
places so we have to look at the whole group before making a firm offer.  

In order to ensure the audition process is fair, we have to have places to offer throughout 
the audition process. As a result, it is often necessary to identify candidates who are ready 
to train on the programme and make offers at a later date when we have seen all 
applicants. 

Acting and Actor Musicianship are ensemble practices, so building a cohort is like building a 
company.  To ensure the richest learning experience, each cohort represents a broad range 
of skills, celebrates diversity and consists of individuals with different experiences.  

What is the best time in the year to audition? 

We have places available on each date so you can audition at any time during our 
recruitment process. The important thing is to audition when you are feeling most prepared 
and ready to do your best work. 

What sort of song should I sing?  

If the song is unaccompanied you should choose something that is either designed to be 
sung in this way (a folk song is a good example) or is simple enough to work without the 
music. If you are accompanying yourself (e.g. on piano, guitar or accordion) the range is 
broader and style will be influenced by the musical arrangement. As with all your pieces, it 
is advisable to sing something that you enjoy singing and personally connect with. The 
song should sit comfortably in your singing range.  
 
FAQs BA (Hons) Actor Musician 

I play more than one instrument, should I bring them all?  
 
You are only required to perform a piece on one instrument. However, if you are proficient 
in more than one and would like to bring them you are welcome to. We want you to show 
us your range; so, you may want to use a different instrument in workshops or prepare a 
second piece. Time permitting, we will hear what we can.  

I play more than one instrument, should I prepare a piece on each?  

You are welcome to do so but we only require one for audition purposes. So, time 
permitting we may not always be able to hear more than one.  

Can I borrow an instrument?  

Yes. If you are unable to transport your instrument, or don’t have access to your own, we 
will endeavour to provide you with one for the purposes of your audition. This is subject to 
the type of instrument and availability so please give as much advance notice as possible.  

  



 

 

What sorts of instruments are acceptable to play?  

In order to benefit most fully from a three-year Actor Musician training programme, 
applicants should be able to demonstrate confidence and proficiency in at least one 
instrument. We accept applications from traditional instrumentalists and electronic music 
producers with a passion for creating music for and participating in live theatrical 
performance. 

Can I use sheet music? 

Yes, you can use sheet music. If you do, bear in mind we are assessing musicality as well as 
skill. Think about how you are communicating the music as well as how skilfully you are 
playing it. The more ownership you have over the music, the easier it will be to think about 
its effect on the listener. 

 

Entry requirements 

a. Academic 
96 UCAS tariff points from level 3 studies or equivalent, which normally include an A Level 
or BTEC Extended Diploma in an Acting related or Acting / Music related (for Actor 
Musician) subject. 
A minimum of three GCSEs including English Language at Grade C / Grade 4 or above or 
equivalent international qualification, eg IELTS 6.0 (5.5 in each component). 
 
b. Audition 
Applicants will be invited to attend an audition as above. 
 
 

 


