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Module Specification 
 
Module Title: Acting for Screen and Contemporary Media 
 

Module code: TBC NQF level: Level 6 

Credit value: 20 credits Semester of study: 1 and 2 

Module type: Compulsory Pre-requisites: None 

Available to: BA (Hons) Acting 

 
Module overview 
Acting for TV and Film begins with an introduction to the medium and an explanation of how narratives are 
constructed. This is followed by classes on acting for camera techniques including an exploration of how these 
techniques differ to stage acting. Students have the opportunity to practice, on camera, such skills as actors’ 
continuity, hitting marks, control of facial and body movements / emotions / volume /pace and size of performances 
in relation to shot sizes. 
 
The module culminates in mini-productions which are recorded and assessed. 
 
Aims 
This module introduces students to the skills and techniques of screen acting. It also provides a working knowledge 
of the conventions of TV and Film and how actors fit into the process of programme and film-making. 
 
The module aims to: 

1. Introduce students to the techniques of acting for TV and Film. 
2. Enable students to develop their knowledge of the conventions of TV and Film production. 
3. Assist students to acquire the necessary skills appropriate to this medium. 
4. Produce showreel material for students to take into the industry upon graduation.  

 

Learning outcomes 
On successful completion of this module, students will be able to: 

1. Have an enhanced understanding of the conventions of television and film, how programmes are made, the 
roles of the various contributors and what is expected of actors in this process. 

2. Demonstrate abilities in relation to the analysis of script, production demands and directorial choices. Show 
the ability to develop concentration techniques, imagination and mental control in a stressful environment. 

3. Perform well on camera and on film utilising the necessary skills and techniques appropriate to the media. 
4. Work as part of a team, to work with discipline, to show detailed preparation for work and to communicate 

and to present themselves effectively. 
 
Learning and teaching methods 
Students will take part in practical workshop sessions throughout the duration of this module – some of which will 
take the form of masterclasses where technique is observed and analysed in a group. Others will look at embodying 
this technique physically and exploring these techniques on camera/mic. The assessment enables students to apply 
their learning of the various techniques learned in the sessions in performing for TV or Radio. Students will further 
reflect on their learning and development in watching back their recorded material.  
 
At the end of the module students will create short showreels which are recorded and assessed.  
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Contact hours and directed study (over semesters 1 and 2) 

Delivery type Student hours 

Indicative hours for learning and teaching activities 144 hours 

Indicative hours of directed study 56 hours 

Total hours (100hrs per 10 credits) 200 hours 

 
Opportunities for formative feedback 
Throughout the sessions students will use video of work in classes to allow for tutor and peer feedback throughout 
the module and allow for improvements to be made as part of on-going personal development, as well as in 
preparation for final summative assessments. This is also linked to continued formative feedback, fundamental to 
practical sessions. 
 
Assessment Method 

Description of assessment Length/Duration Weighting Module LOs addressed 

Technical Assessment TBC 30% 1, 3 

Performance TBC 70% 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
Re-Assessment Method 

Description of assessment Length/Duration Weighting Module LOs addressed 

Technical Assessment TBC 30% 1, 3 

Performance TBC 70% 1, 2, 3, 4 
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