
 



 
This guide is for you if: 
 

 You have accepted a conditional offer from your chosen institution and are waiting for your exam 
results and want to know what to do in case your predicted grades are higher or lower than your 
offer. 

OR 

 You have not accepted any of your offers and want to apply for a different course starting in 
September 2017 

OR 

 You did not receive any offers and would like to apply for a different course starting in September 
2017 

OR 

 You have not applied to any courses yet but would like to apply for a course starting in September 
2017 
 

 
The following guide will help you to understand how to navigate Clearing and Adjustment at Leeds College 
of Music. 
 

 We accept applications via UCAS and UCAS Conservatoires depending on the course you are applying 
for. (See Clearing and Adjustment Guide pg.2) 

 

 Leeds College of Music require applicants for most courses to undergo an audition or interview before 
we offer them a place. (See Audition Guidelines pg.3) 

 

 
There is lots of general advice online about Clearing and Adjustment and you might find the following 
websites helpful: 
 
- Which? University 
- The Complete University Guide 
- UCAS 
 

 

 The clearing hotline number will be available at www.lcm.ac.uk/clearing on Thursday 17 August 
 

 For any other queries or to discuss your options before results day get in touch by calling 0113 222 
3416 or emailing hello@lcm.ac.uk 

 

mailto:hello@lcm.ac.uk


 

 I applied to LCoM but didn’t get my expected grades 
 

Check UCAS Track - you may still be offered a place on your chosen course. 
 

If you are an unsuccessful applicant contact our Clearing Helpline for further advice on other courses 
that may be available to you 
 

 I haven’t yet applied  
 

OR 
 

 I’ve exceeded my offer and now I want to study at LCoM 
 

1. Contact our Clearing Helpline to discuss your options. You will need to have your exam results available 
when you call us. 
 
2. We will then usually need to assess your musical abilities. (See Audition Guidelines) 
 
3. If we then make you a verbal offer you will need to do one of the following in order to accept: 
 
For applications to: 
 

 Classical 

 Jazz  

 Combined Degree with a 
Classical or Jazz major 

 

Apply via UCAS Conservatoires if you have not used this system to apply to any other institutions 
during this cycle, 
 

OR 
 

If you already applied elsewhere through UCAS Conservatoires during this cycle you will need to 
complete an LCoM application form and email it back to us. 
 

For applications to:
 

 Business 

 Film Music 

 Folk 

 Songwriting 

 

 Pop 

 Production 

 Combined Degree with a Pop 
or Production major 

 

Apply via UCAS Track if you are not already holding a place to study anywhere. 
 

If you are already holding a place and you have exceeded your offer, you need to register for adjustment 
in UCAS Track and contact the institution where you are currently holding the place to ask them to release 
you. 
 
4. We would then make you a formal offer and send you an offer letter and joining instructions. 



 

 
Specialist study performers 
 

You will be required to submit recordings of you performing two contrasting pieces (minimum grade 8 
equivalent standard or grade 6 equivalent standard for Foundation Year) which demonstrate your musical 
strengths. For all instruments/voice, apart from piano, guitar and percussion, at least one of your chosen 
pieces should have piano accompaniment. 
 
Specialist study composers 
 

You will be required to submit at least two contrasting compositions, one of which should be fully 
notated AND a recording of you performing one piece (minimum grade 6 equivalent standard) which 
demonstrates your musical strengths 
 
All applicants 
 

When the Curriculum Leader has viewed your recordings and/or compositions, you will have a telephone 
or Skype interview during which he will ask you questions about your pieces and also about your general 
musical knowledge and interests. 
 

 

 
Specialist study performers 
 

You will be required to participate in a live audition via Skype. During the audition you will be asked to 
perform two standards and improvise over the form. These should be performed with accompaniment 
(play-along is acceptable). 
 

You will also be asked questions about harmony and music theory. Alternatively, you will be required to 
send us a video file of you performing two standards and improvising over the form. 
 
Specialist study composers 
 

You will be required to submit at least two contrasting compositions, one of which should be fully 
notated AND a recording of you performing one standard and improvising over the form. 
 
All applicants 
 

When the Curriculum Leader has viewed your recordings and/or compositions, you will have a telephone 
or Skype interview during which he will ask you questions about your pieces and also about your general 
musical knowledge and interests.  
 



 

You will have a telephone or Skype interview with the Curriculum Leader, where you will be required to 
discuss a business proposal that you have conceived outlining a music-focussed entrepreneurial activity. 
This could be currently active, or one that you wish to develop in the future. The discussion will cover a 
wide range of information, including musical content, imagery, budgets, etc. 
 

You may if you wish send us your business proposal in the form of a portfolio which you will then discuss 
with the Curriculum Leader during the interview. You should note that any musical content in your portfolio 
may be generated by you or a third party but you must acknowledge who the copyright holder is. 
 

 

You will be required to submit video recordings of you performing two pieces you have selected to 
demonstrate your musical strengths and identity. Preferably at least one of these pieces should be original, 
and covers should ideally be interpretative and not identical copies (i.e. you must put your own stamp on 
them). You may accompany yourself, play unaccompanied or use a backing track. If there are numerous 
people on the video, please identify yourself to the camera. 
 

When the Curriculum Leader has viewed your recordings you will have a telephone or Skype interview 
during which he will ask you questions about your pieces and also about your general musical knowledge 
and interests. 
 

 

You will have a telephone interview to assess that the course is appropriate for your needs. 
 

You may then be asked to submit 2 contrasting examples of pieces of music that (ideally) you have 
written, recorded and produced. The pieces should be no longer than 3 minutes each and are an 
opportunity for you to demonstrate as wide a skill set as possible. 
 

These recordings may include contributions from other musicians but for each piece we need to know 
who wrote it, who performed on it, who recorded it and who mixed and produced it. This is so that we are 
clear about what your own contribution was. 
 

 

If you meet the course entry requirements, you may receive an offer directly.  
 

If you do not meet the course entry requirements but have other relevant experience, you may be asked 
to have a telephone interview and where necessary to submit a portfolio of work 
 



 

You will be required to submit an mp3 portfolio of two complete compositions/songs, and a video of you 
performing another one of your own songs. You may accompany yourself, play unaccompanied or use a 
backing track. If there are numerous people on the video, please identify yourself to the camera. You 
should also submit scores/lyric sheets where appropriate. 
 

When the Curriculum Leader has viewed your recordings you will have a telephone or Skype interview 
during which he will ask you questions about your pieces and also about your general musical knowledge 
and interests. 
 

 

You will have a telephone interview to assess that the course is appropriate for your needs. 
 

You will be required to submit a portfolio of music that includes a variety of material including a 
recording of music you have written, synced to moving images. It can include library music. 
 

Specialist study performers 

You will be required to submit video recordings of you performing two contrasting pieces that you have 

selected to demonstrate your musical strengths. You may accompany yourself, play unaccompanied or use 

a backing track. If there are numerous people on the video, please identify yourself to the camera. 

Specialist study composers  

You will be required to submit an mp3 portfolio of two complete compositions/songs, and a video of you 

performing another one of your own songs or an original arrangement of traditional material. You may 

accompany yourself, play unaccompanied or use a backing track. If there are numerous people on the 

video, please identify yourself to the camera. You should also submit scores/lyric sheets where appropriate. 

All applicants 

When the Curriculum Leader has viewed your recordings you will have a telephone or Skype interview 

during which he will ask you questions about your pieces and about your general musical knowledge and 

interests. 

 

Your video files (eg performances, answers to our questions) must be formatted as .avi or .mpeg4. 
 

Your audio files (eg portfolios) must be high quality .mp3 files (192kbps). 
 

You can either email your files directly to us at HEAdmissions@lcm.ac.uk or we can send you a link to 
upload them to a file-sharing system such as Dropbox. 



 


