



Student Related Equality and diversity Statistics and COMMENTARY 2010-2011
1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The Equality Act 2010 combined the protected groups at that time into one single piece of legislation and introduced new areas of protection.  The nine protected characteristics now specified in the legislation are:

Age

Disability

Gender reassignment

Marriage and civil partnership

Pregnancy and maternity

Race

Religion and belief

Sex

Sexual orientation

For the year 2010-2011, the College routinely collected equality data from students in the following categories:

· Age

· Disability, learning difficulty or health issue

· Ethnicity

· Gender

In order to comply with the requirements of the Equality Act 2010, the College will seek to gather information relating to other protected characteristics as set out in the Single Equality Scheme.

Data for Comparison

The most recent UK Census information dates from 2001.  A Census was completed in the UK in 2011 but the data has not yet been published.    

For FE Students the latest LSC data relates to 2009-10.

For HE students the latest HESA data relates to 2009-10.
2.  STATISTICS & ANALYSIS
This report contains seven sections:

· Student recruitment for 2010/11

· Student success, retention & achievement for years 2005/06 to 2010/11

· Student success, retention and achievement rates for FE student cohort completing 2010-11

· Student success, retention and achievement rates for HE student cohort completing 2010-11

· Student success, retention and achievement rates for Postgraduate student cohort completing 2010-11

· Student success, retention and achievement rates for community education student cohort completing 2010-11

· Observations for investigation and action.
Definitions used: 
· Success = the number of learning aims that learners have fully achieved divided by the number of learning aims started, excluding transfer out  (i.e. of all students who start the course, the proportion who pass at the end )

· Retention = the number of students who have completed their learning aim or who are still continuing their studies at the end of the year, divided by the number of learners who started the learning aim, excluding transfers out

· Achievement = the number of learning aims fully achieved divided by the number of completed learning aims (i.e. of all students who complete the course, the proportion who pass at the end.)
1. Student Recruitment

Ethnicity

Students who declared themselves to be from an ethnic minority group (taking “not known/not provided” out of all calculations.)

	
	06/07
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11

	CE (Community Ed.)
	20%
	19%
	20%
	18.1%
	19.4%

	FE
	19%
	19%
	13.7%
	17.7%
	12.8%

	HE
	11%
	26%
	55% **
	10.3%
	5.8%


**As reported in 2009, student population, the figures for 08/09 indicated a huge increase in diversity of 44% since 06/07 for HE students.  On closer inspection of the statistics it appeared that there has been a significant increase in students choosing ‘White – any other white background’ (increasing from 141 in 2007/08 to 351 in 2008/09).  This issue was examined further and it became apparent that there had been a mistake in the system, meaning that for some students this box on the enrolment form had been pre-populated incorrectly from the UCAS data.  
National/regional figures
· Office for National Statistics Census Data 2001
All minority ethnic population = 7.9%
· LSC Data 2009-10
Minority ethnic FE student population national = 17.5%
· HESA Data 2009-10 
Minority ethnic HE student population national =18.1%
Creative arts, design only =12.4%

Disability
Students who declared they had a learning difficulty, disability or health issue:

	
	06/07
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11

	CE (Community Ed.)
	9%
	13%
	10%
	11.6%
	*

	FE
	16%
	15%
	18.8%
	19.5%
	23.3%

	HE
	12%
	10%
	8%
	9.3%
	10.6%


* Changes to the way in which learning difficulties, disabilities or health issues are captured on the ILR make comparisons of our CE  cohort impossible as the data fields record learning difficulties and disabilities or health conditions as two separate issues. So, if a student declared themselves to have both a learning difficulty and a medical condition they would be counted twice, making any kind of analysis difficult.
National/regional figures

· Office of National Statistics Census Data 2001
Disabled population = 18%

· National LSC Data 2009-10

FE all level students declaring a disability or learning difficulty = 12.1%

· HESA Data 2009-10

Full time HE population declaring a disability or learning difficulty = 9.5%

Creative arts, design only = 14.4%

Gender

	
	06/07
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11

	CE
	
	
	
	
	

	Female
	47%
	47%
	48%
	46%
	45%

	Male
	53%
	53%
	52%
	54%
	55%

	FE
	
	
	
	
	

	Female
	26%
	29%
	27%
	23%
	22%

	Male
	74%
	71%
	73%
	77%
	78%

	HE
	
	
	
	
	

	Female
	24%
	23%
	22%
	25%
	18%

	Male
	76%
	77%
	78%
	75%
	82%


National/regional figures 
· Office of National Statistics Census Data 2001:

Yorkshire & The Humber region = 56% female : 44% male

· LSC Data 2009-10

FE 54.9% female : 45.1% male

· HESA Data 2009-10

HE 55.3% female : 44.7% male
Creative arts, design only 60.9%female : 39.1% male

2. Overall Rates for Success, Retention and Achievement
	Educational level
	Parameter
	05/06
	06/07
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10
	10/11

	FE- all courses
	Success
	68%
	80%
	81%
	79%
	74%
	72%

	
	Retention
	80%
	89%
	94%
	90%
	82%
	85%

	
	Achievement
	86%
	90%
	86%
	88%
	91%
	85%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HE- all courses
	Success
	84%
	85%
	81%
	78%
	80%
	81%

	
	Retention
	90%
	86%
	86%
	83%
	84%
	83%

	
	Achievement
	97%
	98%
	95%
	95%
	95%
	98%


Overall rates for the past six years show that at FE level, despite an increase of 3% in retention, achievement has fallen by 6% from it’s all time high of 91% for the year 09/10.Within these overall figures, success rates of National Diplomas in both Classical Music and Popular Music give cause for concern with a drop of 22% and 20% respectively when compared to the previous year.

At HE, success has continued to improve from its dip to 78% in 08/09 and  achievement has climbed back up to 98% despite a slight dip in retention rates.

3. FE Success, Retention and Achievement Rates by Diversity Strand – Completing   2010/11
Declared Gender

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Female
	59
	69%
	88%
	79%

	Male
	198
	73%
	84%
	87%

	Total /overall rate
	257
	72%
	85%
	85%


Only 23% of the FE student body were female in the year 10/11; however this does represent an increase on the previous year of 2%.

The male student cohort performed better than females, with achievement rates outperforming females by 8% despite a 4% lower retention rate. The previous year the female cohort had produced an achievement rate of 94% compared to the male rate of 90% resulting in an overall rate for the college of 91%.

Declared Ethnicity

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	African
	6
	67%
	100%
	67%

	Caribbean
	6
	67%
	83%
	80%

	Chinese
	4
	75%
	100%
	75%

	Indian
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Other
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Other Asian
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Other mixed
	1
	0%
	100%
	0%

	Other white
	13
	85%
	85%
	100%

	Other Black
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	White British
	210
	72%
	83%
	86%

	White Irish
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	White/Asian
	3
	33%
	67%
	50%

	White/Black Caribbean
	7
	57%
	100%
	57%

	Total /overall rate
	257
	72%
	85%
	85%


87% of students declared themselves to be White British, White Irish or Other White resulting in the numbers of students declaring themselves to be from an ethnic minority group to be very small – only 33 students across 10 categories.  It is possible to identify that in particular those students who are African, Caribbean or White/Black Caribbean have success and achievement rates below their white counterparts and the college overall rate.
Age on Entry
	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	16 -18 
	221
	74%
	86%
	85%

	19+
	36
	61%
	75%
	81%

	Total /overall rate
	257
	72%
	85%
	85%


Success and retention of 16-18 year old students is significantly higher than that of their 19+ counterparts, with a13% increase in success rates, 11% in retention rates but narrowing to a 4% increase in achievement rates.

Declared Learning Difficulty

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Autistic Spectrum Disorder
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Specific learning difficulty - dyslexia
	21
	76%
	76%
	100%

	Other specific learning difficulty
	7
	57%
	100%
	57%

	Moderate learning difficulty
	11
	82%
	100%
	82%

	Multiple learning difficulties
	2
	50%
	50%
	100%

	Other
	4
	50%
	75%
	67%

	None declared
	210
	72%
	85%
	85%

	Total /overall rate
	257
	72%
	85%
	85%


Declared Disability or Health Issue

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Mental health difficulty
	3
	67%
	67%
	100%

	Sensory impairment
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Physical disability
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Unseen medical condition e.g. diabetes
	6
	83%
	83%
	100%

	Other
	4
	75%
	100%
	75%

	Not provided
	3
	67%
	100%
	67%

	None declared
	235
	71%
	84%
	84%

	Total /overall rate
	257
	72%
	85%
	85%


47 students declared a learning difficulty in 10/11 representing 18% of the FE student body.  Interestingly, of those who did make a declaration identifying a learning difficulty, 45% cited dyslexia and although success and retention of this cohort was a disappointing 76%, their achievement rate was 100%. 

The tables above report learning difficulty and disability or health issue as two separate strands but a further report which compares the success, retention and achievement rates of all students who made a declaration of support needs, shows a drop in achievement of 4% from 92% in 09/10 to 88% in 10/11.However, for the year 10/11 this 88% achievement rate still outstripped by 4% those students who made no declaration, an increase of 3% compared to the previous year. 
4. HE Success, Retention and Achievement Rates by Diversity Strand – Completing   2010/11 
Declared Gender

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Female
	73
	82%
	82%
	100%

	Male
	257
	81%
	83%
	97%

	Total /overall
	330
	81%
	83%
	98%


Gender imbalance continues to be a cause for concern, although the female to male ratio has risen by 1% for the year 2010-11.  The achievement rate of the female cohort is worthy of note at 100%.

Declared Ethnicity

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Asian or Asian British - Indian
	1
	0%
	0%
	0%

	Black or Black British African
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Black or Black British - Caribbean
	5
	40%
	40%
	100%

	Mixed -White and Asian
	3
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Mixed -White and Black Caribbean
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Mixed- any other mixed background
	1
	0%
	0%
	0%

	White – British
	233
	87%
	89%
	98%

	White- Irish
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	White – any other White background
	74
	68%
	69%
	98%

	Any other
	6
	83%
	83%
	100%

	Not known
	3
	0%
	0%
	0%

	Totals/overall 
	330
	81%
	83%
	98%


93% of our HE student cohort declared themselves to be White British, White Irish or Other White.  This compares to 87% of the FE cohort and 90% of the HE cohort the previous year.  The low numbers of students who declared themselves to be from an ethnic minority group make further analysis difficult but low retention of those declaring themselves to be Black or Black British – Caribbean is worrying and it is recommended that further work is carried out to ascertain reasons and possible remedial actions for the future.

Age on Entry
As one would expect, the vast majority of our HE students were in the age range 18-24 years old. However, due to errors in the original report and subsequent changes to reporting methods associated with moving from an HEI to an FE institution it is not possible to supply a detailed breakdown by age on entry. 

Declared Learning Difficulty, Disability or Health Issue

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Autistic Spectrum Disorder
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Specific learning difficulty e.g. dyslexia
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Learning difficulty
	16
	75%
	81%
	92%

	Mental health difficulty
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Unlisted disability
	3
	33%
	33%
	100%

	Unseen medical condition e.g. diabetes
	8
	62%
	62%
	100%

	Multiple
	2
	100%
	100%
	100%

	No disability
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	Other
	1
	100%
	100%
	100%

	None declared
	294
	82%
	83%
	98%

	Total /overall rate
	330
	81%
	83%
	98%


89% of our students declared no learning difficulty, disability or health issue, a drop of 3% from the previous year.  Of those students making a declaration, 46% cited a learning difficulty as the category they placed themselves in. Achievement by this cohort has seen a 3% rise from 95% in 09/10 to 98% in 10/11.

5. Postgraduate Success, Retention and Achievement Rates – Completing 2010/11
Due to small numbers, analysis of this cohort is confined to success, retention and achievement only.

	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Total/overall rate
	34
	85%
	97%
	88%


Both success and retention rates have improved significantly for our postgraduate cohort, and although the achievement rate dropped from 100% for the year 2009-2010 to 88% for the year 2010-2011 it must be noted that due to the low numbers this is one student.
6. Community Education, Success, Retention and Achievement Rates – Completing 2010/11

During the academic year 2010/11 there were 1053 enrolments, however, this figure would include students who have made multiple enrolments onto, for example, termly piano lessons; therefore analysis of this cohort is confined to overall success, retention and achievement only.
	
	Number
	Success rate
	Retention rate
	Achievement rate

	Total/overall rate
	1053
	48%
	53%
	90%


As is often the case, retention rates are poor for community education, affecting success rates.  Of those students who completed, the achievement rate was 90%. This was the last year the college ran provision of this kind.
7. Observations for Investigation and Action
That the following causes for concern be explored and wherever possible, remedial actions initiated.

HE and FE – the gender imbalance continues to give cause for concern despite a slight rise in the number of female students. However, it does appear that this is reflective of the music industry and the genres we offer.
HE and FE – the number of students who declared themselves to be from an ethnic minority has declined.
HE and FE – modest success and achievement rates for those who declared themselves to be Black Caribbean or African.
FE – overall achievement rates have fallen by 6% compared to the previous year.

FE – achievement by those students declaring a learning difficulty, disability or health issue has dropped. A thorough analysis of the impact of ALS may suggest some practical solutions.
Information relating to the protected characteristics not currently collected will need to be addressed for the year 2011-12:

Gender reassignment

Sexual Orientation

Marriage and Civil Partnership

Pregnancy and Maternity

Race

Religion and belief
