Obtaining entry to the UK as a student, if you live outside the EU.
In 2009, the UK Government started to introduce new tighter rules, based on a points system, for those wishing to study or work in the UK
If you wish to come to the UK as an international student at Leeds College of Music, you will need to apply for “entry clearance” before you leave the country where you live, to travel to the UK. (This means a visa if you are a visa national, and an entry certificate if you are a non-visa national).  If you are already in the UK for the purpose of studying, and your visa expires, you will need to extend it at least 6 to 8 weeks before the expiry date in order to start a new course. There are limits as to how many years you can stay as a student. 
All international students wishing to study at Leeds College of Music will now need to apply for entry as a “General Student” under Tier 4 of the Points Based System of Immigration.  If you wish to make a successful application you must read and understand the Home Office guidance, which is available at www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk  
If you do not fully meet all the requirements, and provide the documents and evidence exactly as requested, it is very likely that your application will be refused and you will have wasted your application fee and a lot of time. 
How to apply

Once you have read all the relevant guidance, you will need to complete the application form – this can be downloaded from the above website.  Please ensure that you use the correct form – there are separate ones according to where you are when you apply. 

Obtaining a “CAS number”

Under the new system, students applying for, or renewing a visa, will need to be sponsored by a licensed UK institution.  In this case, Leeds College of Music is licensed as a “Highly Trusted Sponsor” 

The College will issue a Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) number if we have made you an unconditional offer of a place and you have accepted our offer.   This is a unique reference number which enables the UKBA to access information about the College. You will need to put this number on the application form. 
Financial information

You will also be asked to provide detailed financial information and evidence about how you will support yourself and pay your tuition fees. If you do not have an official financial sponsor (e.g. your own Government), you will need to demonstrate that you have a minimum amount of cash available in a bank account. You will not be allowed to enter the UK without sufficient funds in place.  Further information about this is available on the websites listed below. 

Your obligations whilst at the College.

Under the new rules, the College is obliged to report to the UK Border agency, about any students who fail to enrol at the expected time, withdraw from the course, defer, suspend or change course, or who fail to attend expected lectures, tutorials or seminars for a significant period. Students from some countries will be required to report to the Police on arrival in the UK. If you break any of the conditions you could be prosecuted or made to leave the UK. 

It is the student’s responsibility to keep to the conditions of the Visa, and ensure that you do not stay beyond the expiry date, unless you put in a renewal application.  Do not stay in the UK beyond the date shown in your passport.
Further information
The rules are very complicated and also change frequently. It is very important that you read the most up to date guidance and information before applying for entry to the UK. 
This can be obtained for the following websites:

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk  The Government website with all the information and forms required
www.ukcisa.org.uk An advice organisation for international students coming to the UK. Contains information about immigration, funding, studying and living in the UK. 

Staff at Leeds College of Music

Admissions: Email either FEAdmissions@lcm.ac.uk or HEAdmissions@lcm.ac.uk 
for information about your CAS number.
Anne Best a.best@lcm.ac.uk 0113 2223514

for information about accommodation, general welfare and living in the UK. 

Please note that detailed information about enrolment and payment of fees is sent to applicants in July each year. 
