
This is a summary of the funding available, and the costs involved in Higher Education, for students 
entering Leeds Conservatoire in September 2020, who are normally resident outside the UK and
islands.   The arrangements described here apply to full time students, who are enrolled on a 3 year 
BA programme, the 4 year BA with Foundation year, the Foundation Degree or top-up years.   

In May 2019, the UK Government confirmed that EU students commencing studies in 2020 will 
remain eligible to pay the Home rate of tuition fee and to remain eligible for tuition fee loans, for the
duration of the course.     

If you are a national of an EU country outside the UK and have been resident in that country for 3 or 
more years prior to 1st September in the year of entry to the course, you are likely to be classed as an EU 
student for the purposes of tuition fees and student support.  However, the rules are very complex, and 
if you are unsure, you are advised to seek advice.   See the contact details at the end of this information 
sheet.  

EU students entering in 2020 will pay £9,250. The fees are per Academic year and may increase in 
subsequent years. The tuition fee covers the cost of the teaching, assessment, administration and all the 
other facilities in the conservatoire. It does not include any of your personal living costs.  

You can apply for a Tuition Fee Loan from Student Finance England, and the fee will be paid directly to 
the conservatoire on your behalf.  
It is possible to take a loan for part of the fee and pay the rest yourself if you wish, or if you prefer not to 
apply for a tuition fee loan at all, you can pay the full fee directly to the conservatoire in instalments 
form a UK bank account.  Student loans are subject to interest from the date when the loan is received. 
For information about how to apply for a tuition fee loan, the interest rate and how the loan is repaid, 
see below. 

If you have studied on a Higher Education course prior to commencing at Leeds Conservatoire, this may
affect your eligibility for a fee loan, regardless of which country you studied in, who paid for it, and 
whether you received the qualification. The rules are complex, so if you think this may affect you, 
please contact us for advice at an early stage.  

Interest is charged on tuition fee loans, from when the loan is paid to the conservatoire, which will 
normally be in 3 instalments.  The rate is linked to the rate of inflation and is adjusted annually as 
follows: 



Charging period Interest rate 

Whilst studying Retail Price Index (RPI) plus 3% 

From start of financial year after 
graduation 

Variable interest rate dependant on income: 

 £26,575 or less = RPI

 £26,575 to £47,835 = RPI plus up to 3%

 Over £47,835 = RPI plus 3%

You are required to start repaying loans for fees and living costs in the following financial year after you 
graduate, but only if your annual income is above £26,575. This threshold applies if you are based in the 
UK after you graduate. If you are based in another country with a lower or higher cost of living, the 
threshold may be different. The repayment rate is 9% of your income, above the threshold, regardless of 
how much you have borrowed.  If, after 30 years you have not repaid the full amount, the remainder of 
the loan will be written off.  Examples of repayments are shown here: 

Annual income before tax Approximate annual repayment 

£26,575 £0 

£27,000 £38.25 

£30,000 £308.25 

£36,000 £848.25 

£40,000 £1,208.25 

No matter how much you owe, you only pay back according to how much you earn above £26,575. 

You can apply after April prior to the start of the course – Complete for EU1N 20-21.  Use the following 
link and follow the instructions for EU students 
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/eu-students 

Unless you have been living in the UK for at least 5 years prior to 1st September in the year in which you 
commence, you will not be eligible for help with living costs from the UK Government. However, it is 
worth checking with the Education department in your home country, to see if funding is available, to 
study in the UK. However, in most cases you will need to fund your own living costs.  

If you are an EU national and have been living in the UK for 5 years prior to 1st September and you can 
prove it, you may be entitled to support for living costs. If this is the case, you should apply as if you 
were a student from England.  You will be asked to complete a UK residency form and supply original 
documents including, for example P60, Council tax bill, bank statements.  

If you came to the UK primarily to work and intend to carry on working whilst you study, you may be 
classed as a migrant worker and be able to claim help for living costs. To read more see 
www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/eu-students 

Apart from your tuition fees, you will need to budget for: 
• Travel costs
• Accommodation costs – Rent and Utility bills
• Study Costs – Books, Music, IT essentials

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/eu-students
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/eu-students


• General living costs – food, phone bill, toiletries, laundry etc
• Daily travel to the conservatoire – If you don’t live within walking distance
• Extras, social life etc

You can use the international student calculator to help you plan a budget before you arrive. 
Go to https://www.ucas.com/budget-calculator 

You should allow at least £180 per week for living costs or more if living student Halls 

: 
Accommodation 
This will vary according to where you wish to live and the length of the contract. 
• Joseph Stones House or other similar Hall of Residence.
Approximate weekly rent for En-suite room in shared flat £133 - £152.00
Approximate weekly rent for a studio room (self-contained) £181
Rents include utility bills, internet connection and basic insurance.
Contracts are for 43 weeks.
Some slightly cheaper halls are available – see www.unipol.org.uk/home
• Room in a shared privately rented house or flat with other students:
Approximate weekly rent £70 - £80
Contracts are for a full year i.e. 52 weeks.
This does not usually include utility bills, contents insurance or internet connection.
You should allow at least another £20 per week for these.
The overall cost for accommodation whether in a Hall of Residence, or a private house, is roughly the
same, but the length of time you can stay is different.

You will also need to budget for other less regular costs such as a TV licence, household 
goods you may need, clothing, and travel costs. 

You will need to open a UK bank account as soon as possible. 
Visit www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/Opening-a-bank-account for 
information on how to do this 

For comprehensive information about EU student funding please see 
www.gov.uk/student-finance/eu-students 

Help and advice from Leeds Conservatoire:
Email studentfunding@lcm.ac.uk    
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http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/Opening-a-bank-account
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